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What is The Historica-Dominion Institute?

The HistoricaDominion Instituteis a national charitable organization that was launched in
September 2009 through the amalgamation of two existing organizations: The Historica
Foundation of Canada and The Dominion Institute. The Hist@amainion Instituté mandate

is to build activeand informed citizens through a greater knowledge and appreciation of the
history, heritage and stories of Canatiais is a continuation of the important work done by both
Historica and The Dominion Institut&Some of its signature programs are Encasnteth

Canada, The Memory Project, Passages to Canada and The Canadian Encyclopedia. To find out
more, visitwww.historicadominion.ca

What is the NWT Heritage Fairs Society?

HeritageFairs in the NWT are coordinated by the NWT itégge Fairs Societylhis volunteer

based organization is dedicated to encouraging young people in the NWT to explore and share
the histories of their family or community, as well as the heritage of theganglplaces of the
Northwest TerritoriesThe society is made up of individuals from each educational region. For
more information on th&ocietyand NWT Heritage Fairs go teww.pwnhc.caand click on

Heritage Fairs undeeath the Educational Resources button.

Who is Cranberry Consulting?

Mindy Willett owns and operaté3ranberry Consultinga Northern registered business since its
establishment in 2000. Her company focuses on writing plain language resources. She develops
resourcesn conjunctionwith local experts to ensure they are culturally responsive. She also

provides advice to oapizations on how best to communicate with the formal and informal
education sectors in the north. Mi ndyds educ
provides her with well developed skills in teaching, training and workshop facilitation,utarric

and resource development, communications, environmental education arcutiurss

awareness.

What is the Canadian Studies Program?

TheCanadian Studies Prograshthe Department of Canadian Heritage encourages Canadians to
gain a betteunderstanding of their country, its history, stories, people and systems of
government. Specifically, the Program supports the development of learning materials and
activities that contribute to increasing young Canadians' knowledge about Canada. For more
information, visitwww.pch.gc.ca



http://www.historica-dominion.ca/
http://www.pwnhc.ca/
http://www.pch.gc.ca/

Preamble

Dear Teachers,

Heritage Fairs were created by the CRB Foundation in 1993 and became a signature program of its
successor, the Historica Foundation of Canada. Over more than sixteen years, the program has grown
exponentially and has become a cornerstone in schools #tgssuntry. Heritage Fairs have had an
important impact on an entire generation of students and have benefited from the tireless efforts of
thousands of volunteers across the country.

The positive impact of the Heritage Fairs have been keeninfetCanadaés North. Fairs
Northern students to research and present elements of their own (often Aboriginal) heritage that interest
them the most. Fairs projects encourage intergenerational dialogue andlzasteddearning.

In SeptembeR009, the Historica Foundation of Canada merged with The Dominion Institute to create the
largest charitable organization in Canada devoted to history and citizenship: The Hi3tonicaon

Institute. We invite you to discover our programs, if you havealieady done so, atww.historica
dominion.ca

In this merger, as with all institutional change, doors open and others close. As-@02M09 he
HistoricaDominion Institute is no longer responsible fpeoating the Heritage Fairs program.

The Institute is very proud that the success of the Fairs has inspired a new generation to take on the
leadership of the program in their communities and beyond. Heritage Wainst{eritagefairs.deare

now administered at the national l evel by the Her
National History Society. Heritage Fairs will continue to thrive in the Northwest Territories thanks to the

efforts of the NWT Hetage Fairs Society, local volunteers and teachers like you.

This Educatordos Guide is intended for teachers in
Fairs to make history come alive for their students. It contains many classroom actidties@urces,

best practices and helpful tips. The Guide is useful for both new teachers planning their first Fair and for

those who have organized Fairs over the years.

The Institute wishes to thank the Canadian Studies Program at the DepartmentidrCelestage and
the NWT Heritage Fairs Society for providing the funding necessary to create and distribute this Guide.

We hope that your school és Heritage Fair wild.l be
families and the entire community And we hope that this Educatords (

Your work as a teacher is essential in the life of your students and for our country. You can help to ignite
a passion for history in your students that lasts a lifetime. We salute you.

Andrew Cohen
President
The HistoricaDominion Institute
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In the Northwest Territories the formal education system is a fairly recent institution. Some of the earliest
examples of this system were residential schools, often run by churches on behalf of the federal

government. Some of these schools beganas&aly t he 18606s and the | ast of
past 20 years. Current northern educators have to work with this legacy and often struggle to engage

young learners, particularly Aboriginal learners, in the activities and objectives of formal lcumcicu

In the NWTthere have been many efforts, which are ongoing, to integrate the comivasety learning
thatprecededhe school system with what is going on in classrooms. These efforts, combined with a
very young teaching force that comes prinyafibm outside the North, and high turnover rates of these
teachers, have rarely seemed to achieve their objectives. The NWT sees some of the lowest academic
achievement and graduation rates of any jurisdiction in Canada (see CMECHK®#00a)ion Indicabrs

in Canada).These statistics are particularly striking when the Aboriginal student population is singled
out.

If student engagemeitt an important preequisitet o t heir | earning, then many
advisedly here) approaches tosdeoom learning have not achieved this objective. Teachers in the NWT

report widespreadtudentpassivity, lack of interest, etask and inappropriate classroom behaviour. It

can be a discouraging environment for young teacfaand students) to operate It is also not the

reality that is often described as 6énormal dé in th
education system here (d8ene Ked€1993) Department of Education, Culture and Employment, and
Inuugatigiit (1996) Departmetrof Education, Culture and Employment). A challenge renwfins

bringing together or creatg a learning environment which builds on an older way of learwitigin the

context of contemporary education.

In the NWT, we have some examples of this happgrind they are encouraging. The most powerful

tool has been the use of projetsed learning whicallows studerthosen inquiryguided by educators

who are perhaps less the content experts than the facilitators of learning. This kind of learrirggtappe
succeed the best when it has encouraged community members to come into the classroom, and moved
student learning outside of the classroom. The most successful model for this kind of learning that we
have experienceddqr 10 years now) is that embied intheHeritage Fairs.

Over the past 12 months, funding from the Canadian Studies Progtae@épartment of Canadian

Heritage has allowed the NWT Heritage Fairs Society to have a researcher work with teachers and

students across the NWT, and obsdpest (and nezo-best) practices with these projdztsed inquiries.

The researcher was not a passive observer of what was happening in these classromsas. She

encouragedo use her own experiences, and those of others who have orgaaiizzed their own

communitiest o hel p a wide range of educators begin to c
major part ofths  f i nal report is a summary of o6éwhat seems
involved with, or might be encouradj¢o become involved with, thegairs

In many instances the words of students and teachers seem the best way to capture key aspects of what
theHeritage Faiexperience has been able to achieve, and these are included within the final report. The
studyitself is not an empirical and statistically valid piece of research. It is intended to be a quite

subjective snapshot of what has been experienced here, which has generated some suggestions to teachers
for how to improve studentearning in their classoms.



It has been hugely encouraging to see, hear, and experience various parts of this snapshot over the past
months. We believe that there may be important illustrations captured here that will be useful to educators
here in the NWTand elsewheré whenthey are looking to bridge the gap that often seems to exist

between schools and small communities (particularly Aboriginal communities), and between student
interests and the formal education objectives that teachers are required to meé¢ritaheFairs

appear to have the potential to realize many of the ctitased goals of our northern education system in

a way tharesonatesvell with the skills, values, knowledge and attitudes that underlie the core school
curricula. We hope that the guidetéachers below may become an important part of realizing this

potential.

John Stewart

Volunteer
NWT Heritage Fai Society
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Global Project Objective

Productionof &l e a c IGaii @® 6, w hhowetucatorcanl piomotejuality
history/heritage/cultuiidased project work in their students, especially projbethave
significant personal connections to the student, and involve community members and
intergenerational conversations. The researtbcused orAboriginal students, and inclusian
exploration of what the students learned throughout their research process, and how their
teachers, community and family members may have contributed to their learning. These
processeate illustrated in the Guide witvisual, auditory and testiased illustrations taken
of/ffrom classrooms, students, community members and events important in the research
processes. This Guidgavailable on the welt www.historicadominion.caand
www.pwnhc.caandw i | | be advertised with a short artic
newsletter andhould beshared with a broad community of educators interested in Aboriginal
learning.
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Why Heritage Fairs?

There are many reasons WHgritageFairs provide an excellent learning opportuniy f
studentstheir teachers and famili@s the NWT. The followingphotos withnarrativesshare just
some of the storigdat illustrate the power dderitage Fas.
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(All photos by Tessa Macintosh unless otherwise stated)

Heritage Fairs Engage Students

Heritage Fair&EngageFamilies

Heritage Fairs Encourage Intergenerational Conversations

Heritage Fairs Help Students mékt st or i cal ABenchmar kso
Heiritage Fairs Help Students have Pride in the Community MemberstanesS
Heritage Fairs Pvide anfiAuthentic Audience

Heritage Fairs Help Students Practice Presentation Skills

Heritage Fairs Provide the Opportunity fatudents to Express Themselves Through a
Variety of Mediuns

Heritage Fairs Provide the Opportunity for Cultural Exchange Within the North
Heritage Fairs Can Have Other Benefits



Heritage Fairs Engage Students:

Two of my students decided to do miedis from the land. Neither of
these two are usually the leaders in their class in academics. In fact
had missed the first three weeks of school and when she returned
paired with another because it was too late to get her own project. T

two surprised themselves and me as thveye the first to be finished.
First they read some materials that the Aboriginal language teacher
given them so they had some knowledge. They then used a tape re
and went and spoke with both of their grandparents about the pla
medicines. Thecollected sommedicinesand made a displathat
included recipes on how to preparedicinesand what they were used
for. They feel very proud of their accomplishment.

Grade 78 Teacher.

Due to lack of written material on some topiose teacheinooked
up two students withn expert from another community
Afterwards he said,

I've never seen the students so focused (and | mean really focu
for that long on anything! also appreciated the offer for us to ca
him back in a monthrawo, we'll definitely be taking him up on
that. Today was thaighlight of the year for them, what an additio
to their project!!

Grade 8Teacher

We get to have fun and be independdriike
to be original. | like game shows so | want
my project o be a game s
think my teacher would have taught it tha
way.

Grade 5 Student




Heritage Fairs Engage Families:

One of the main goals of a Heritage Fair is to bridge the gap between family and the school
community. For many reasongtrall parents feel comfortable in the school setting. Heritage
Fairs can create an opportunity to work on this relationship between family and school.

lbve been doing Heritage Fai
parents di dmdhbuttagwepvorked moretamdong
together they started to understand their role and | also got be
at helping students pick projects that required thamilies input.
When we have adir now our gym is full of parents. Last yea
the parentsloved he ki dsé wor k so mu
hometok eep t hem. To me, 11t0

Teacher

how hard she worked. | enjoyed listenin=
to the story she wrote to go alongth her
project.

Pam Lafferty, Behchoko

I t 6s much moeritage Rio n
project than what we do in class becaus
we get to discover things on our own
rather than the teacher talking and doing
for us

Kyra, Grade 5




Heritage Fairs Encourage Intergenerational Conversations:

We bve

was different. When different Elders came in as experts on ¢
particular topic the students were prepared ahead of time wif
questions. They had a reason to be listening t&kters ard had
some prior knowledge. They were very interested in what tf
Elders were saying and so th#ders got more into it too. It was
very rewarding to have thHelders share their knowledge for

al ways had EIl der s ¢ omi

HeritageFairs.

Program Supportdacher

from him.

| emailed my grandfather who lives in England
about what he did during WW It wasreally Lisa, Grade 7
neat to learn about the war from him.

| loved listening to my grandfather tell me storig
about the old days. | leaed lots of medicines

Sam, Grade 5

My grade 34-5 class went on a community walking tour with th
language instructor at our school. It was amazing because s
remembered the days when there were only wall tents &ére.

showed the children the first two log homes built in town and t

stories about who lived there and when. One of the children in

class was the greagrand son. We took digital pictures of all th
buildings and made postcards with descriptionsaith location.

Grade 46 Teacher

10



Heritage Fairs Help Students Me et Hi st ori cal O0Benchmar ksod

Dr. Peter SeixaBom the Centre For the Study of Historical Consciousness at the University of
British Columbia discusses the importance of
memorizing historical facts, but that students are able to make meaningful comnbetween

what they are learning and their own livess suchthey can be very useful tools for teachers to

be aware of as they are encouraging students to pursue quality research.

The six Benchmarks of historical thinking tleeuseful in this proess are:
Establishhistorical significance

Useprimary source evidence

Identify continuity and change

Analyzecause and consequence

Takehistorical perspectivesand

2006 Understand thenoral dimensiorof historical interpretations.

= =4 =4 -8 -4 -9

The following ardllustrat i ve exampl esesnohmaeak&sdobet hg m8t
through Heritage Fair projects:

1. Establish historical significance (why should veeecabout certain events today).

Two of my students chose residential schools and hatteadible interview with a
survivor which they recorded and made into a reovi hey were able to talk about th
impact residential schoshad on their families and on their lives today.

Grade 9 Teacher

| learned about how Aboriginal women
were discriminated against by the Federal
Government when they lost their status whe
they married white men. Although that was
long time ago it affects people today becaus
some people have different rights than thei
other family members.

Photo CreditMason Mantla Grade 8Student

! Seixas, Pete(2006 Benchmarks of Historical Thinking: A Framework for Assessment in Can@datre for the
Study of Historical Consciousness: UBC.

11
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2. Use primary soure evidence (interviews, photographs)

Dene Hand games are an important cultural activit
I n many communities. Of
included having experienced players teaching the
boys the rules and sharing stories of playing in the
old days as well as playing in tournaments today.

Grade 8 Teacher

3. ldentify continuity and change (what has changed and vesatdmained the same over
time).

My kindergarten class interviewed tBllers at the senior home about how they stayed warm
when they were young. | photographed estcident in their snow panteghen we were sliding.
Their project consisted of three panelsieowith theirownphoto in which they labelled their
clothes in English and this panel was | aB
took of the paicular Elder they interviewed and the third panel was a drawing oEttler
wearing the clothes they described to the student. This one we lailedigthnd writtenin South

Slavey.

Kindergarten Teacher.
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4. Analyze cause and consequence (how and why certain conditions and actions led to
others).

We did our project on the bushman and there
hardly anything written about them. They ar|
pretty interesting but scary. Richard VanCan
is a famous TIlicho a
books and he also wrote a really great story
about the bushman. [ interviewed him aske
him how he got so go
author because he grewp around great story Photo CreditMason Mantla
tellers.

Grade 8 Student

5. Take historical perspectives (show understanding of theapdshevarioussocial,
cultural, intellectual, and even emotional contexts llaatshaped peopés lives and
actions).

The Firth sisters are
know how hard they must have worked to
accomplish what they did. | read their book,
Guts and Glonand it must have been so hard
back then to train in the dark and away from
their families but be
the land they really knew how to work really,
really hard. They are both still so active in spo
and set an example for young péolike me.

Grade 5Student
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